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najmhk@ngha.med.sa2011has been an excellent year for theJournal of the Saudi Heart Associa-
tion. We have acquired a lot of attention and have
experienced an increase in the number of manu-
scripts submitted to the journal. In addition, our
full-text electronic downloads have increased
78% in the past year with the majority of down-
loads coming from the United States (14%) fol-
lowed closely by China (12%) and then Saudi
Arabia and UK (5% each).
Citations of JSHA have increased significantly in
the past year. We are very proud of the quality of
the papers which have been submitted this past
year as well; our rejection rate is 34.5%.
The length of time from submission to the first
decision has been 53 days. We consider this
lengthy but this is mainly due to the time it takes
for the reviewers to return their decisions to us.
Our overall publication speed, however, remains
within industry standard and we will continue to
look for ways to improve waiting times across
the board.
Elsevier has provided us with metrics by which
to measure the growth of JSHA, one of which is
the ‘‘SNIP’’ or ‘‘Source Normalized Impact per Pa-
per’’ which is defined as the ratio of the journal
citations (per manuscript) and the potential of
the citations in manuscript’s subject field. Another
is the ‘‘SJR’’ or ‘‘SCImago Journal Ranking’’ which
gives a ranking based on the scientific importance
of the citing journals. Significant growth was indi-
cated by these rankings in 2011 and we look for-1016–7315  2011 King Saud University.
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continue to rise. JSHA has also been recently en-
rolled in Elsevier’s Author & Reviewer Feedback
Programmes which will give us valuable insight
into the authors’ and reviewers’ perceptions of
the journal.
We continue to struggle with the English lan-
guage quality in most locally submitted manu-
scripts. This has been a recurring problem and I
encourage all authors to spend more time refining
their written work and perhaps seeking profes-
sional English language editing to increase the
chances of manuscript acceptance.
This quarter we again present you with a strong
issue where a combination of randomized control
trials, full length original articles and case reports
has been carefully selected for publication. The
data presented consists of a wide collection of sci-
entific materials in cardiovascular medicine.
Finally, we are developing a JSHA iPad applica-
tion that will make the journal more easily acces-
sible and with wider visibility. This will be our
addition to Steve Jobs’ magnificent product and
we intend to release the app in 2012.P.O. Box 2925 Riyadh – 11461KSA
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